ANNOUNCEMENT

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA INTERNATIONAL NEONATAL NURSING TRAINING PROGRAM 

The Shanghai Children’s Hospital of Fudan University and the Canadian Neonatal Network are pleased to announce a partnership to establish an International Neonatal Nursing Training Program for the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

OBJECTIVES

1. To establish a Training Center of Excellence in neonatal nursing at the Shanghai Children’s Hospital of Fudan University to serve the PRC. 

2. To establish a national standard for neonatal nursing education within China.

3. To enable nurses from China to receive evidenced based neonatal nursing education in China and Canada.

4. As the program becomes established, all training may eventually occur in China.

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS

The program will be a partnership between Children’s Hospital of Fudan University and the Canadian Neonatal Network. The program has been endorsed by the Canadian Paediatric Society (Neonatal-Perinatal Section).

THE PROGRAM

Selected nurses (initial group of 10 nurses) from across China will enroll in an 8-month educational program. These candidates will be neonatal nurses and should have completed basic training in nursing and be reasonably fluent in English. A training curriculum, including objectives of program, course content, course methods and evaluation criteria will be jointly developed and taught by both Chinese and Canadian faculty. Education will be conducted in English.

The program is comprised of three phases. 

The first phase of the program is self-directed reading that will occur at the candidate’s own institution. There will be standardized teaching materials and exercises for the candidates to complete prior to the second phase of the program. This will take about 4 months to complete. This teaching package is designed to increase the candidate’s basic knowledge of disease pathophysiology and neonatal nursing so that they will be able to optimize their learning experience in Phase 2 of the program. 

The second phase of the education program is one month of intensive education that will be completed at the Children's Hospital of Fudan University. During this phase, candidates will be able to apply theory into clinical practice. The candidates will participate in daily NICU ward rounds, and engage in discussions about clinical cases, published literature and evidence-based practice. They will develop and refine their critical thinking skills, communication with physicians, other members of the health care team and parents, learn about neonatal care approaches in Canada, and improve their skills in the English language. The aim is to bring Chinese trainees to a level where they can benefit from practical training in Canada.


Upon successful completion of the first 2 phases of the educational program, candidates will then begin the 3rd phase of the educational program. This will involve clinical experience in Canadian hospitals. They will be partnered with experienced neonatal nurses to look after patients at Canadian NICU’s, and they will be supervised and instructed by neonatal nurse educators or clinical preceptors. All trainees must undertake to return to China upon completion of their education.

